
  
 

STATUTORY REFERENCES 
FOR 

VIRGINIA COUNTIES 
 
 

General Provisions  
 

Authority to codify 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-37.3  
 
Definitions 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 1-13.1 to 1-13.33 and 1-133  
 
Authority to prescribe fines 
Va. Code Ann. § 15-1.505  
 
Change of government 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-582 to 15.1-587; 15.1-662 to 15.1-668  
 
County manager form of government 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-674 to 15.1-688  
 
County board form of government 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-697 to 15.1-721  
 
County executive form of government 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-588 to 15.1-621  
 
County seal 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-506  
 
By-laws 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 1-13.17 and 15.1-510 
 

Administration and Personnel 
  
 

Board of supervisors 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-527 to 15.1-543  
 
Board of supervisors-Chairman and vice-chairman 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-528  
 
Board of supervisors' compensation 



Va. Code Ann. §§ 14.1-45 to 14.1-47  
 
Board of supervisors' meetings 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-536 to 15.1-543  
 
County administrator 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-115 to 15.1-130  
 
Assistants to county officers 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-19.4  
 
Clerk 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-531 to 15.1-533  
 
Counsel 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-9.1:1; 15.1-507; 15.1-769  
 
Sheriff 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-706; 15.1-74 to 15.1-90.2  
 
Fire Marshal 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 27-30 to 27-37  
 
County officers generally 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-38, 58.1-130 and 15-1.504  
 
Bonds 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-41 to 15.1-47, 15.1-118 and 15.1-1373 et seq.  
 
Officer and employee bonuses 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-7.4  
 
Social security 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 51-111.1 to 51-111.8  
 
Personnel System 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-7.1  
 
Recreation 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-526  
 
Firefighting contracts 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 27.3 and 27.4  
 
Advisory boards, committees and commissions 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-33.2  



 
Compensation board 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 14.1-48 to 14.1-52; 14.1-67; 14.1-157 
 

Revenue and Finance 
  
 

Bank Deposits 
Va. Code Ann. § 14.1-101  
 
Investment of public funds 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 2.1-234.1 to 2.1-234.9  
 
Automobile tax and license fees 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 46.2-752 to 46.2-755  
 
Assessments for local improvements 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-239 to 15.1-249.1  
 
Probate tax 
Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-1718  
 
Sales and use tax 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 58.1-600 to 58.1-639  
 
Severance tax on coal and gases 
Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3712  
 
Utility services tax 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 58.1-3812 and 58.1-3814 
 

Business Taxes, Licenses, Regulations 
  
 

License taxes 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 58.1-3702 and 58.1-3705  
 
Blue laws 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-342  
 
Alarm company operators 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-28.2  
 
Alcoholic beverages 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 4-38; 4-97; 4-98.19; 4-107  
 



Ambulances 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-515  
 
Places of amusement 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-432  
 
Antique dealers 
Va. Code Ann. § 54-836.1  
 
Automobile junkyards 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-28  
 
Billiards and poolrooms 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-432  
 
Boxing and wrestling 
Va. Code Ann. § 9-25  
 
Buses 
Va. Code Ann. § 56-337.1  
 
Cable television systems 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-23.1  
 
Contractors 
Va. Code Ann. § 54-145.2  
 
Dance halls 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-433  
 
Drive-in theaters 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-515.2  
 
Electrical and plumbing workers 
Va. Code Ann. § 36-99  
 
Horse riding schools 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-519  
 
Junk dealers 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 54.831 and 54-836.1  
 
Mechanical workers 
Va. Code Ann. § 36-99.1  
 
Pawnbrokers 



Va. Code Ann. § 54-843  
 
Peddlers 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-37.3:1; 15.1-37.3:2; 58.1-3718  
 
Plant, tree and shrub sales 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-513  
 
Precious metals dealers 
Va. Code Ann. § 54-859.26  
 
Tattoo parlors 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-28.3  
 
Taxicabs 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 46.2-310; 56-291.3:1 to 56-291.3:5  
 
Tour guides 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-28.7  
 
Weapons dealers 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-523  
 
Wholesale merchants 
Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3716 
 

Animals 
  
 

Power and authority generally 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-28.5:1  
 
Regulation over keeping animals and fowl 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-517  
 
Regulation over animal sales 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-517.1  
 
Prohibition of cruelty to animals 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-29.1:1  
 
Quarantine regulations 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-510  
 
Cats 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-28.5  



 
Hogs 
Va. Code Ann. § 3.1-762.1 
 

Health and Safety 
  
 

Air cannons 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-29.13  
 
Burning 
Va. Code Ann. § 10-62  
 
Contagious diseases 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-510  
 
Firearms 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-29.15  
 
Fireworks 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 59.1-142 to 59.1-148  
 
Garbage removal 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-11  
 
Health regulations 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-510  
 
Hunting 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-518.1 and 29.1-100 to 29.1-612  
 
Mosquito control 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 32.1-187 to 32.1-197  
 
Septic tanks 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-520  
 
Smoke 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-510.4  
 
Weeds and foreign growth 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-11  
 
Wells 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-318 
 



Public Peace, Decency and Morals 
  
 

Offenses generally 
Va. Code Ann. Title 18.2  
 
Powers generally 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-690  
 
Curfew 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-514  
 
Desertion and nonsupport 
Va. Code Ann. § 20-63  
 
Disorderly conduct 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-415  
 
Gambling 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-340  
 
Loitering 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-514  
 
Obscenity 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-389  
 
Trespass 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-512 
 

Vehicles and Traffic 
  
 

Power to regulate motor vehicles on highways 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 46.2-1300--46.2-1313  
 
Abandoned automobiles 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 46.2-1200--46.2-1208  
 
Bicycles 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-16.2; 15.1-133; 46.2-904  
 
Emergency vehicles 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 46.2-918 and 46.2-920  
 
Mopeds 



Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-133  
 
Motor boats 
Va. Code Ann. § 29.1-744  
 
Motor vehicle licenses 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 46.2-752; 46.2-755; 46.2-756; 46.2-310  
 
Operating vehicles while under the influence of alcohol or drugs 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-266 et seq.  
 
Parking 
Va. Code Ann. § 46.2-1222  
 
Pedestrians 
Va. Code Ann. § 46.2-935  
 
Signals 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 46.2-833 to 46.2-836  
 
Signs 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 46.2-1300 and 46.2-1312  
 
Snowmobiles 
Va. Code Ann. § 46.2-1302  
 
Speed limits 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 46.2-1300; 46.2-870--46.2-878; 46.2-1104  
 
Truck traffic 
Va. Code Ann. § 46.2-809  
 
Traffic schools 
Va. Code Ann. § 46.2-1314  
 
Towing 
Va. Code Ann. § 46.2-1213 
 

Streets, Alleys and Public Places 
  
 

Bridges 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 33.1-229 to 33.1-246  
 
County roads 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 33.1-225 to 33.1-246  



 
Encroachments 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-377  
 
Historical markers 
Va. Code Ann. § 10-145.6  
 
Parks, playgrounds and public squares 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-271 to 15.1-279  
 
Plant, shrub and tree sales on highways 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-513  
 
Poles and wires 
Va. Code Ann. § 56-15  
 
Private roadways 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-510.5:1  
 
Rental-Courthouse property 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-259  
 
Ramps on curbs of certain streets 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-381  
 
Sidewalks 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-249  
 
Street lights 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-380 
 

Public Services 
  
 

Cemeteries 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-511  
 
Educational television 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-23  
 
Electric Authorities Act 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-1604 to 15.1-1634  
 
Hospitals 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-526.3  
 



Public transportation 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-37.3:3; 15.1-37.3:5; 15.1-526.2  
 
Sewage disposal 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-317 to 15.1-332  
 
Solid and hazardous waste disposal 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-282  
 
Water and sewer authorities act 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-1239 to 15.1-1270  
 
Water supply system 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-341 to 15.1-348 
 

Building Construction and Maintenance 
  
 

Building Code 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 36-97 to 36-119.1  
 
Bulkheads 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-11.3  
 
Fences 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 55-310 to 55-316  
 
Fire suppression systems 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-37.3:7  
 
Heating installations 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-510.4  
 
Piers 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-11.3  
 
Plumbing 
Va. Code Ann. § 36-99.1  
 
Smoke detectors 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1.29.9  
 
Unsafe structures 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-11.2 
 

Subdivisions 



  
 

General provisions 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-465 to 15.1-485 
 

Zoning and Planning 
  
 

Local planning 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-427 to 15.1-431; 15.1-437 to 15.1-445; 15.1-486 to 15.1-498  
 
Condominiums 
Va. Code Ann. § 55-79.43  
 
Official maps 
Va. Code Ann. §§ 15.1-458 to 15.1-463  
 
Open-space land act 
Va. Code Ann. § 10-151 to 10-158  
 
Setback lines 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-29.2  
 
Swimming pools (fencing of) 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-29 
 

Environment 
  
 

Pollution of watercourses 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.1-510  


